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Alan Roxburgh, in Missional: Joining God in the Neighborhood, asks, "What is 
God up to in our neighborhoods and communities? How do we join with what 
God is doing in these places?" This issue of Shalom News answers Roxburgh's 
questions from the various settings of congregations across Lancaster 
Conference. 

The 170 Lancaster Conference congregations are located in seven states. They 
include rural, suburban, and urban churches. Size ranges from very small to 
large. They represent over a dozen ethnicities. With this kind of diversity, it 
seems reasonable to conclude that the Spirit of Christ is doing different things 
in different places with various peoples. Hence, each local church must 
discern God's activity. We must then find creative, useful, and timely ways to 
collaborate with what they discover God is doing. In many cases, that involves 
moving outside the four walls of a church building. It means rolling up our 
sleeves and engaging personally the people who live, work, and play in our 
neighborhood. 

As this issue describes, one Baltimore church is responding to the tragedy and 
violence emerging from the racial tensions there. Several writers mention 
their link with people experiencing harmful drug and alcohol addiction. A 
truck driver connects with his co-workers through CB radio. Jesus followers 
meet their own depression and the mental health challenges of others with 
understanding, courage and compassion. Moms, mechanics, and missionaries 
all partner with God's activity in their specific time and place. 

Shalom News shares these stories with the readers as an encouragement to 
follow these examples. What is God up to in your neighborhood? How will 
you join with what God is doing there? Be courageous and encourage others 
by telling us your story of neighborhood engagement by posting it on the LMC 
Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/LancasterMC. sn 
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T he love of God through Jesus captures the attention of 
many people.  Some are impressed with him only for a 

moment τ usually because they like one of his teachings. 
 
Others never take their eyes off of Jesus. He takes their 
mind off seeking fulfillment in, from or by this world. Slowly 
they become fully engaged by Jesus and with him.  They 
learn through suffering to obey him.  Unwillingly, they 
engage the discipline of denying themselves, taking up their 
cross daily and following him. Cautiously they obey him by 
loving one another, loving their neighbors and loving their 
ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƎƎǊŀǾŀǘŜǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ άΧ 
Řƻ ƧǳǎǘƭȅΣ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ ƘǳƳōƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘέ 
aƛŎŀƘ сΥуύΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
that works to tear us away from Him. 
 
Most people whom God takes out of the world are angry 
about it and do all they can to stop believing Jesus.  It is not 
our constant inability to become what God planned for 
humanity that should consume our focus or shape the 
structure of our life together. We should admit our utter 
inability to God. We should admit the constant doubt that 
tears at our faith. 
 
Inability, doubt and meager faith do not allow us to grow in 
Christ. With our faith, we should determine what will 
consume our full attention and what we will need to help us 
discern how to be disciples together in this world. 
 
The motivation to love, the information for loving, and the 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΦ ά9ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

by Karl McKinney 

Living  a Life  of  
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lights, who does not change like shifting 
ǎƘŀŘƻǿǎέ όWŀƳŜǎ мΥмтΣ bL±ύΦ  ²ƘŜƴ DƻŘ 
engages us by faith in Jesus, and when we 
receive the love of God and respond by 
faith and obedience to Jesus, we are being 
equipped to love one another and to 
engage our neighbors in the world with the 
love of God. 
 
Love does not come from the world.  The 
love of God is sent into the world by God 
who first loved us (1 John 4:19). God pours 
out his love into human hearts by the Holy 
Spirit (Romans 5:5).  God uses people who 
are led by the Holy Spirit to share the love 
of God with their neighbors. God equips 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
in the world and God uses our good actions 
in the scope of human history. 
 
.ȅ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ǳǎΣ DƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
disciples a desire to leave this world. Yet, 
rather than always satisfying the desire of 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ DƻŘ 
connects them with Jesus the Messiah, to 
then connect and engage their neighbors 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ άΦΦΦǿƘƛŎƘ DƻŘ 
prepared in advance for us to walk 
ƛƴέ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ нΥу-10, CJB).  
 
God sends us into the world as persons 
empowered in uncommon ways, to do 
ƎƻƻŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ ²Ŝ 
may not be able to stop the world from 

producing the conditions that make it an 
undesirable, unfulfilling and unsustainable 
place. Jesus, the Light of the world was 
murdered here! Injustice prevails, pride 
reigns, and people are merciless to one 
another. 
 
In this season of more fragmentation, 
fracturing into even smaller units, and 
dismantling of our relationships with one 
another, perhaps we can maintain our 
relationships while acknowledging there 
has been long-term need to change the 
way we walk with God and to obey Jesus in 
our relationships with one another. 
 
Perhaps this is a season to change our 
structures for greater faithfulness to 
become more engaged in the good works 
God has prepared for us to do. Perhaps we 
need simpler forms that will better assist us 
in following Jesus. Our calling does not 
originate in the world but in God who loves 
the world. Keep looking to Jesus.  Do not 
depart from him.  Keep denying yourself. 
Love one another! Shine! Be salt! Love! SN 

E N G A G E M E N T  

Karl McKinney serves as pastor of Erisman  

Mennonite Church, Manheim, PA.  Karl also 

served as guest writer for this issue of Shalom 

News. 
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El amor de Dios a través de Jesu-

cristo capta la atención de muchas 
personas.  Para algunos es un im-
pacto apenas momentáneo, nor-
malmente porque una de ense-
ñanzas de Jesús les ha gustado. 
 
Otras personas nunca quitan su 
mirada de Jesús.  Él los libra de 
buscar la realización en, o de, este 
mundo.  Poco a poco van quedan-
do totalmente comprometidos con 
Jesús.  A través del sufrimiento 
aprenden a obedecerlo.  A regaña-
dientes se dan a la disciplina de 
negarse a sí mismos, de tomar su 
cruz día a día y de seguirlo a él.  
Tímidamente lo obedecen amán-
dose unos a otros, amando a sus 
vecinos e incluso a sus enemigos.  
El amor de Dios impulsa a los discí-
Ǉǳƭƻǎ ŘŜ WŜǎǵǎ ŀ άƘŀŎŜǊ ƧǳǎǘƛŎƛŀΣ 
amar misericordia y andar en 
ƘǳƳƛƭŘŀŘ Ŏƻƴ 5ƛƻǎΦΦΦέ όMiqueas 
6:8ύΦ  9ƭ ŀƳƻǊ ŘŜ 5ƛƻǎ Ŝǎ Ƴłǎ ŦǳŜǊπ
te que la atracción del mundo que 
busca separarnos de Él. 
  
La mayoría de las personas que 
Dios quita del mundo se enojan 
por ello y hacen todo lo que pue-
den para dejar de creerle a Jesús.  
Nuestra constante incapacidad de 
llegar a ser lo que Dios planeó para 
la humanidad no es  lo que debe 
determinar nuestro enfoque ni la 
estructura de nuestra vida juntos.  
Debemos confesar a Dios nuestra 
total incapacidad, admitir la duda 
constante que atenta contra nues-
tra fe. 
 

La incapacidad, la duda y la falta de 
fe nos impiden crecer en Cristo.  
Con nuestra poca fe deberíamos 
determinar qué va a acaparar 

nuestra atención y qué es lo que 
necesitaremos para discernir cómo 
ser discípulos juntos en este mun-
do. 
 

La motivación y la información ne-
cesarias para amar, al igual que el 
propio poder del amor, proceden 
ǵƴƛŎŀƳŜƴǘŜ ŘŜ 5ƛƻǎΦ  ά¢ƻŘŀ ōǳŜƴŀ 
dádiva y todo don perfecto des-
ciende de lo alto, del Padre de las 
luces en el cual no hay mudanza ni 
ǎƻƳōǊŀ ŘŜ ǾŀǊƛŀŎƛƽƴέ όSantiago 
1:17).  Cuando Dios nos toca por la 
fe en Cristo, y cuando recibimos el 
amor de Dios y respondemos en fe 
y obediencia a Jesús, estamos sien-
do equipados para amarnos unos a 
otros y para salir al encuentro de 
nuestros vecinos en todo el mundo 
con el amor de Dios. 
 
El amor no procede del mundo.  El 
amor de Dios es enviado al mundo 
por Dios mismo, siendo él quien 
nos amó primero (1 Juan 4:19).  
Dios derrama su amor en corazo-
nes humanos por medio del Espíri-
tu Santo (Romanos 5:5).   Para 
compartir el amor de Dios con 
otros, él parece soler usar a perso-
nas guiadas por el Espíritu Santo.  
Dios capacita a los discípulos de 
Jesús para vivir una vida de com-
promiso en el mundo y él usa 
nuestras buenas acciones en todo 
el devenir de la historia humana. 

 

Al amarnos, Dios crea dentro de 
los discípulos de Jesús un deseo de 
dejar este mundo.  Sin embargo, 
en vez de siempre conceder ese 
deseo, Dios los conecta con Jesús 
el Mesías, para que ellos luego se 
conecten y comprometan con sus 
vecinos mediante buenas acciones, 
άƭŀǎ ŎǳŀƭŜǎ 5ƛƻǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƽ ŘŜ ŀƴǘŜπ

mano para que anduviésemos en 
Ŝƭƭŀǎέ όEfesios 2:8-10). 
 
Dios nos envía al mundo como per-
sonas reconocibles, capacitadas de 
formas extraordinarias, para reali-
zar buenas obras que reflejen la 
gloria de Dios.  Quizás no podamos 
impedir que el mundo produzca 
condiciones que lo hagan un lugar 
indeseable, insípido e insostenible  
--¡el propio Jesucristo, la Luz del 
mundo, fue asesinado aquí!  Pre-
valece la injusticia, reina la arro-
gancia, y las personas son inmiseri-
cordes entre sí. 
 
En esta época de mayor fragmen-
tación, de creciente atomización y 
de desmantelamiento de nuestras 
relaciones interpersonales, quizás 
podamos mantener nuestras rela-
ciones a la vez que reconocemos 
que desde hace mucho estamos 
necesitando cambiar la manera 
que caminamos con Dios y obede-
cemos a Jesús en nuestras relacio-
nes unos con otros.  
 
Quizás este sea el tiempo para 
cambiar nuestras estructuras y vol-
vernos más fieles en participar en 
las buenas obras que Dios ha pre-
parado para que hagamos.  Quizás 
necesitemos formas más sencillas 
que nos ayuden mejor en seguir a 
Jesús.  Nuestro llamado no viene 
de este mundo, sino de Dios quien 
ama a este mundo.  Sigamos mi-
rando a Jesucristo.  No nos separe-
mos de él.  Continuemos negándo-
nos a nosotros mismos.  
¡Amémonos unos a otros!  
¡Brillemos!  ¡Seamos sal!  
¡Amemos! 
                       traducido por Andr®s Prins 

 

Viviendo una vida de compromiso  
por Karl McKinney 



www.shalomnews.net 6 

I was serving food in the concessions stand, saw the 
huge line of people and thought, Oh my goodness 
this feels like the feeding of the 5,000Σέ /ƘŜǊȅƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL 
knew we would have to go to the Giant grocery store 
ten more times to get enough hot dogs for all of 
them.  
 
ά.ǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŀƳŀȊŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 
happening, I knew God would provide. And he did. 
We wiped out all the hot dog supplies at the stores 
near the park, but everyone got fed! And it taught us 
a lot about what can happen when we step out of 
ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜΦέ 
 
CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜέ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
the church parking lot, where they hosted the annual 
summer picnic. Donovan and Cheryl Zimmerman ς 
parents of a growing farm family that now includes 
five small children ς had helped begin the event for 
church families as well as new guests.  
 
After the first couple years of initial excitement, 
event numbers flattened out and few newcomers 
attended, Donovan said. They were discovering the 
truth of missional studies: unchurched people 
generally feel uncomfortable coming to church. 
 
ά!ŦǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ǎƻΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ 
ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΣέ ƘŜ 
ǎŀƛŘΦ ά{ƻ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
community and to make it more visible.  

Multiplying  

hot dogs  

and  

missional  

hopes  

A s the line of people waiting for free hot dogs 
ƎǊŜǿ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀǘ 9ǊƛǎƳŀƴ aŜƴƴƻƴƛǘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 

community day last summer, Cheryl Zimmerman felt 
like the Bible story boy with five loaves and two fish. 
 
How would their church feed the crowd, swelling up 
to 1,000 people, when it had expected no more than 
250 to 300? She counted the last few hot dogs in the 
warming tray. God would have to provide a plan B if 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ άƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜǎΦέ 
  
The surprise multitudes occurred after Cheryl and her 
husband, Donovan, with other planning team 
members moved their annual community day venue. 
They took it from their rural church parking lot to 
Rapho Township Community Park in Manheim, Pa.  
That change made all the difference on the numbers 
and the spirit of the day.  The change of venue also 
inspired new congregational vision for moving beyond 
its church doors into the community, the couple said. 

by Laurie Oswald Robinson 



άtŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƛƳǇŜǘǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ 
read as well as a report from a friend who has a 
prayer ministry in Lancaster City. He told us that 90 
percent of the people who came asking for prayer 
ƘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜǘ Ŧƻƻǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ 
 
To respond to these realities, the planning team and 
about 50 volunteers decided to reach out to their 
neighbors on their own turf, rather than wait for 
their neighbors to come to them. The congregation 
of about 200 Sunday morning attendees is only 15 
minutes outside of Lancaster City. Nevertheless, the 
church on Route 283, winding west toward 
Harrisburg, experiences some rural insularity. 
 
The excitement generated from the surprise of 2014  
is inspiring the congregation to break out of its 
bubble, the Zimmermans said. One way of doing that 
was to reshape the community day picnic this year 
on July 25. That reshaping included the addition of a 
prayer team to ask the Holy Spirit to move amongst 
the crowd. Also, volunteers would be freed up from 
other tasks to mingle around, making friends with 
strangers.  
 
These elements would not be as visible as the free 
food and fun -- including face painting, mechanical 
ōǳƭƭ ǊƛŘƛƴƎΣ ƪƛŘǎΩ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀŦǘǎΣ ŀ ƳŀƎƛŎƛŀƴ ǎƘƻǿ 
and a blue grass band. But the planners were hoping 
the hidden spiritual focus would eventually reap 
some relationship rewards, Donovan said.  
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ά¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳƛƴƎƭŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΣέ 
5ƻƴƻǾŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά.ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿŜ 
want to give out little packets to those who want 
them. The packets include a Gideon International 
Life Book. It is a New Testament that is geared 
toward college-aged and younger students and 
includes handwritten notes from students.  
 
ά¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŎŀǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦŦ ōǳǘ 
to offer friendship in a setting that is natural for 
them. We hope that some of these new friendships 
will later develop to the point where we can share 
the gospel in more in-depth ways, including the 
Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ ƘƻƳŜǎΦέ 
 
Longtime event volunteer Marlin Martin said that he 
ƘƻǇŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ Ƙƻǘ ŘƻƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 
free grace that can address the spiritual hungers of 
Ƙƛǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΦ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLŦ ǿŜ ǘƻǳŎƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǎƻǳƭ ŦƻǊ 
Jesus out of this entire crowd, all of our efforts would 

ōŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘΦέ 
SN

 

Laurie Oswald Robinson, of Newton, Kansas, is a longtime 

journalist who writes for many Anabaptist publications. 
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U nder the guidance of a professor, ten 
STEP (Study and Training for Effective 

Pastoral Ministry) students were prepped and 
encouraged for the year to come.  The 
assignmentτA Missional Experimentτwas 
set before us.  Where would we go?  Who 
would we meet? 
 
During our second year of STEP , each student 
completed a community assessment.  We 
simply observed our community.  We talked 
with people. We asked what the needs are in 
the community?  How is the church meeting 
these needs?  What more could be done? 
 
From this assessment, a list of possibilities 
was generated.  The purpose of this 
assignment was to force us to think outside of 
ourselves and our church walls, with success 
being measured on our willingness to take 
risks.  During prayerful times of solitude, we 
turned our hearts and minds toward God.  
DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
community in ways beyond our own 
understanding.  What are the ways in which 
we could join that movement?  Each student 
developed an advisory council to help 
facilitate and guide us through the entire 
process.   
 
As my Missional Experiment took shape, I first 
had to lay down some of my own desires and 
ǎŜƭŦ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ  
My advisory team, encouraged me to make 
use of the ways in which I am already 
interacting with the community. 
 
A number of years ago, my husband and I 
bought eight acres of woodland and had a 
strong urge to open it up to the community.  
We came to realize that this piece of ground 

is not ours but was meant for the community 
in one way or another.  We intentionally 
invited community friends to our woodland 
for campfires over the past three or four 
summers. 
 
! ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ 
elementary class had been coming to our 
gatherings for a couple years and we became 
great friends.  I asked Becky if she would like 
to start some sort of winter gathering with 
me.  With much enthusiasm, we talked and 
brainstormed.  The gathering ended up being 
a small group of moms who work fulltime and 
find little time for ourselves.   The small group 
setting allowed us to become better 
acquainted.  We even taught each other how 
to crochet.  When time and money did not 
allow for babysitters, we invited the kids to 
join us.  This left the husbands sitting at home 
by themselves so they took the initiative to 
meet as well.  We had a wonderful time 
sharing our stories and life experiences.  We 
laughed and cried together.  New 
relationships developed and deepened. 
 
My STEP classmates and I graduated in May.  
The Missional Experiment has ended.  The 
community moms group has not.  My friend, 
Becky, will not allow it.  She has been 
inspired.  So, maybe the gathering is meeting 
a need.  It is undoubtedly meeting a need of 
my own.  Becky, as well as the other moms in 
our group, have blessed me beyond measure.  
! ǿŜŜƪ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ōȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
them.  We have come to care for each other 

and love each other. 
SN

 

by Lisa Heft 

T he guidelines for the STEP 
assignment stated, �^�>�������]�v�P��

a Missional Experiment invites 
you to learn more about what it 
means to live missionally and 
then to lead a missional 
experiment in your community 
or ministry context.  The 
expectations for this project are 
high, demanding significant 
amounts of time, high levels of 
leadership, maturity and 
wisdom. However, we trust that 
the Spirit will use this in ways we 
have not yet dreamed or 
�]�u���P�]�v�����X�_����How would this take 
shape?  Where would we go?  
Who would we meet? 

Lisa Heft lives in Denver, PA 

and attends Weaverland  

Mennonite Church.  Lisa also 

serves as president of LMC 

Mennonite Women 


