Shalon

July - September 2015

A publication of Lancaster Mennonite Conference
a conference of Mennonite Church USA



’ m
(1))
Z

Issue 3 /2015

July - September
www.shalomnews.net Volume 35

Index
Editorial 2

Feature Articles

Living a Life of Engagement
Viviendo una vida de compromiso
Multiplying hot dogs

A Missional Experiment

Doing Life Together

Engaging with our Neighborhood 10

© oo oTw

Engaging Conversation 12
Action and Trust 13
Community Transformation 14
Wear Your Work Clothes to Church 15
Profiles

Erisman Mennonite Church 16
New Hope Community 17

Mennonite Women of Lanc Conf 19

News and Events

News Notes 18
Upcoming Events 20
PHOTOCREDITS

Cover: http://webcast.hrsa.gov/conferences/mchb/amchp2011/images/
AMCHP_together;jpitp:/Amwww.nbmbaa.org/lot/_images/
logGloballmage.jpg; http:/Mww.bethanycs.net/g/Interterm%202006/mds%
20painting.jpg; ; http://matekbets.s3. amazonaws.com/public/
sites/2218/assets/SNWL_Cleanup_ 9003_lstipy/jpg;
www.firstplymouth.org/images/contentPics/SOBlockParty.gif; https://
cl.staticflickr.com/9/8524/8464285133_424167e231_b.jpg;
https://iwww.seewhatgrows.ecghignt/uploads/2015/02fBastsora
-CommunigardeimModerat€limate4024x682.jpg

Page 3http://www.desicomments.ceoumipnt/uploads/Picture
Engagement.gif

Pages &: Provided by Erisman Mennonite Church

Page 8:Photos provided by author

Page 9:Photos provided by author

Page 10https://centerformindfulliving.wildapricot.org/Resources/
Pictures/WatBropLeaf.jpg

Page 12Photos provided by author

Page 13https://theorchardefc.org/arlihgights/ministries/
celebrateecovery/

Page 14Photos provided by author

Page 15http://fashion.bodi.metaptent/uploads/2015/03/Company
UniforrPolicy.jpg

Page 20http://energis€com/wpontent/uploads/2012/04/
engagelcopy.gif

ed |t0 rl a.l by Brinton Rutherford

Alan Roxburgh, iMissional: Joining God in the Neighborhoasks, "What is

God up to in our neighborhoods and communities? How do we join with what
God is doing in these places?" This issughalom Newanswers Roxburgh's
guestions from the various settings of congregations across Lancaster
Conference.

The 170 Lancaster Conference congregations are located in seven states. The
include rural, suburban, and urban churches. Size ranges from very small to
large. They represent over a dozen ethnicities. With this kind of diversity, it
seems reasonable to conclude that the Spirit of Christ is doing different things
in different places with various peoples. Hence, each local church must
discern God's activity. We must then find creative, useful, and timely ways to
collaborate with what they discover God is doing. In many cases, that involves
moving outside the four walls of a church building. It means rolling up our
sleeves and engaging personally the people who live, work, and play in our
neighborhood.

As this issue describes, one Baltimore church is responding to the tragedy anc
violence emerging from the racial tensions there. Several writers mention

their link with people experiencing harmful drug and alcohol addiction. A

truck driver connects with his esorkers through CB radio. Jesus followers
meet their own depression and the mental health challenges of others with
understanding, courage and compassion. Moms, mechanics, and missionaries
all partner with God's activity in their specific time and place.

Shalom Newshares these stories with the readers as an encouragement to
follow these examples. What is God up to in your neighborhood? How will
you join with what God is doing there? Be courageous and encourage others
by telling us your story of neighborhood engagement by posting it on the LMC
Facebook pagéttps://www.facebook.com/LancasterMC'

Brinton Rutherford is an LMC staff member

who works at missional Anabaptist identity,

core values, and leadership developmen

He attends Willow Street Mennonite Churc
in Willow Street, Pa.
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I he love of God through Jesus captures the attention of by Karl McKinney
many people. Some are impressed with him only for a
momentt usually because they like one of his teachings.

Others never take their eyes off of Jesus. He takes their

mind off seeking fulfillment in, from or by this world. Slowly

they become fully engaged by Jesus and with him. They

learn through suffering to obey him. Unwillingly, they

engage the discipline of denying themselves, taking up their

cross daily and following him. Cautiously they obey him by

loving one another, loving their neighbors and loving their

SYSYASaod ¢KS f2@0S 2F D2R F33INFJFiSa wSadzaQ
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that works to tear us away from Him.
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Most people whom God takes out of the world are angry
about it and do all they can to stop believing Jesus. It is not
our constant inability to become what God planned for
humanity that should consume our focus or shape the
structure of our life together. We should admit our utter
inability to God. We should admit the constant doubt that
tears at our faith.

Inability, doubt and meager faith do not allow us to grow in

Christ. With our faith, we should determine what will

consume our full attention and what we will need to help us 0 0
discern how to be disciples together in this world. Th@ m@twa{tﬂ@m

The motivation to love, the information for loving, and the Zf@ ove...comes
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perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of on yf Tom G@



lights, who does not change like shifting  producing the conditions that make it an
AaKIIR2ga¢ OWFYSa wmY mundesirbleurifulfilling ané @hsistadnabie
engages us by faith in Jesus, and when weplace. Jesus, the Light of the world was
receive the love of God and respond by  murdered here! Injustice prevails, pride
faith and obedience to Jesus, we are beingreigns, and people are merciless to one

equipped to love one another and to another.
engage our neighbors in the world with the
love of God. In this season of more fragmentation,

fracturing into even smaller units, and
Love does not come from the world. The dismantling of our relationships with one
love of God is sent into the world by God another, perhaps we can maintain our
who first loved us (1 John 4:19). God poursrelationships while acknowledging there
out his love into human hearts by the Holy has been longerm need to change the
Spirit (Romans 5:5). God uses people whoway we walk with God and to obey Jesus in
are led by the Holy Spirit to share the love our relationships with one another.
of God with their neighbors. God equips
WS&adzaQ RAAOALX Sa (i 2Pefhdpsilsista sdagoFtGchahde o8y 3 ASY Sy i
in the world and God uses our good actionsstructures for greater faithfulness to
in the scope of human history. become more engaged in the good works

God has prepared for us to do. Perhaps we
. @ f20Ay3 dzaz D2R Onedlisimpetfornasihat kil lyette\aSsistdms Q
disciples a desire to leave this world. Yet, in following Jesus. Our calling does not
rather than always satisfying the desire of originate in the world but in God who loves
WS&adzaQ RAAOALX Sa (i 2thefwsrld. B&p lGoKirg) todedus DO Bot D 2 R
connects them with Jesus the Messiah, to depart from him. Keep denying yourself.
then connect and engage their neighbors Love one another! Shine! Be salt! Love!
GKNRdzZZ3K 3I22R | QGlA2yas adddgKAOK D2R
prepared in advance for us to walk
AYyé O09LIKIGEIBEL YA HYy

God sends us into the world as persons

empowered in uncommon ways, to do

322R | OdA2ya GKIGO NBFESOO D2RQa It 2NR O 2

may not be able to stop the world from Karl McKinney serves as pastor of Erisman
Mennonite Church, Manheim, PA. Karl also

served as guest writer for this issue of Shalom
News.




Viviendo una vida de compromiso

E amor de Dios a través de Jesu-

cristo capta la atencion de muchas
personas. Para algunos es un im-
pacto apenas momentaneo, nor-
malmente porque una de ense-
fAanzas de Jesus les ha gustado.

Otras personas nunca quitan su
mirada de Jesus. Ellos libra de
buscar la realizacion en, o de, este
mundo. Poco a poco van quedan-
do totalmente comprometidos con
Jesus. A través del sufrimiento
aprenden a obedecerlo. A regaia-
dientes se dan a la disciplina de
negarse a si mismos, de tomar su
cruz dia a dia y de seguirlo a él.
Timidamente lo obedecen aman-
dose unos a otros, amando a sus
vecinos e incluso a sus enemigos.
El amor de Dios impulsa a los disci-
Lz 2a RS wSaga |
amar misericordia y andar en
KdzYAf R R Migugas5 A 2
680 ® 9f | Y2NJ RS
te que la atraccion del mundo que
busca separarnos de El.

La mayoria de las personas que
Dios quita del mundo se enojan
por ello y hacen todo lo que pue-
den para dejar de creerle a Jesus.
Nuestra constante incapacidad de
llegar a ser lo que Dios planeé para
la humanidad no es lo que debe
determinar nuestro enfoque ni la
estructura de nuestra vida juntos.
Debemos confesar a Dios nuestra
total incapacidad, admitir la duda
constante que atenta contra nues-
tra fe.

La incapacidad, la duda vy la falta de
fe nos impiden crecer en Cristo.
Con nuestra poca fe deberiamos
determinar qué va a acaparar

por Karl McKinney

nuestra atencién y qué es lo que mano para que anduviésemos en
necesitaremos para discernir comoS t f BfeSids 2:80).

ser discipulos juntos en este mun-
do. Dios nos envia al mundo como per-
sonas reconocibles, capacitadas de
La motivacion y la informacion ne- formas extraordinarias, para reali-
cesarias para amar, al igual que el zar puenas obras que reflejen la
propio poder del amor, proceden  gjoria de Dios. Quizas no podamos
GYAOI YSYUS RS 5 ApédPque éiuRdd prod@z6aS Y !
dadiva y todo don perfecto des-  condiciones que lo hagan un lugar
ciende de lo alto, del Padre de las jndeseable, insipido e insostenible
luces en el cual no hay mudanza n|__|e| propio Jesucristo, la Luz del

42 Y0 N} RS sSadtladdh I Ghiyriid/ fie aSesinado aqui! Pre-
1:17). Cuando Dios nos toca por layalece la injusticia, reina la arro-

fe en Cristq, y cuando recibimos el gancia, y las personas son inmiseri-
amor de Dios y respondemos en feqgrdes entre si.

y obediencia a Jesus, estamos sien-

do equipados para amarnos unos &n esta época de mayor fragmen-
otros y para salir al encuentro de  tacijon, de creciente atomizacion y
nuestros vecinos en todo el mundode desmantelamiento de nuestras
con el amor de Dios. relaciones interpersonales, quizas

podamos mantener nuestras rela-

El gmror N9 Bragede @ebmind® Elcianes a la vez que reconocemos
amor de D|OS es enViadO al munquue desde hace mucho estamos
BOBLAINS Brism, siendo €l quien necesitando cambiar la manera
mpg agng prigefol Jupn 18 §zS Nue caminamos con Dios y obede-

Dios derrama su amor en corazo- cemos a JesUs en nuestras relacio-
nes humanos por medio del Espiri-nes unos con otros.

tu Santo Romanos 5)6 Para

compartir el amor de Dios con Quizas este sea el tiempo para
otros, €l parece soler usar a perso- cambiar nuestras estructuras y vol-
nas guiadas por el Espiritu Santo. vernos mas fieles en participar en
Dios capacita a los discipulos de |35 puenas obras que Dios ha pre-
Jesus para vivir una vida de com- parado para que hagamos. Quizas
promiso en el mundo y €l usa necesitemos formas mas sencillas
nuestras buenas acciones en todo gue nos ayuden mejor en seguir a
el devenir de la historia humana.  jes(s. Nuestro llamado no viene
de este mundo, sino de Dios quien
ama a este mundo. Sigamos mi-
fando a Jesucristo. No nos separe-
mos de él. Continuemos negando-
NOS a NOSOtros mismos.

Al amarnos, Dios crea dentro de
los discipulos de Jesus un deseo d
dejar este mundo. Sin embargo,
en vez de siempre conceder ese
deseo,,Dlos los conecta con Jesus . AMEMONOs UNoS a otros!
el Mesias, para que ellos luego se :Brillemos! iSeamos sall
conecten y comprometan con sus . Amemos!

vecinos mediante buenas acciones.
afa Odza fSa 5A2a
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| was serving food in the concessions stand, saw the
huge line of people and thougt®h my goodness

this feels like the feeding of the 5,008 / K S NE €
knew we would have to go to the Giant grocery store
ten more times to get enough hot dogs for all of
them.

G.dzi Ay GKS YARadG 2F vYe
happening, | knew God would provide. And he did.
We wiped out all the hot dog supplies at the stores
near the park, but everyone got fed! And it taught us
A;the line of people waiting for free hot dogs a lot about what can happen when we step out of
NBg t2y3ASNI G 9NRAYL 2 daNS YOL2VIRING /1 RdAZNIE Q &
community day last summer, Cheryl Zimmerman felt
like the Bible story boy with five loaves andtwo fish. C2 NJ 6 KS f I a4 RSOFRSsS GKSA
the church parking lot, where they hosted the annual
How would their church feed the crowd, swelling up  summer picnic. Donovan and Cheryl Zimmerman
to 1,000 people, when it had expected no more than parents of a growing farm family that now includes
250 to 300? She counted the last few hot dogs in the five small childrerq had helped begin the event for
warming tray. God would have to provide a plan B if church families as well as new guests.
GKS&8 ¢gSNBE (2 FSSR UKS avYdA GAGdZRSE dé
After the first couple years of initial excitement,
The surprise multitudes occurred after Cheryl and her event numbers flattened out and few newcomers

husband, Donovan, with other planning team attended, Donovan said. They were discovering the
members moved their annual community day venue. truth of missional studies: unchurched people

They took it from their rural church parking lot to generally feel uncomfortable coming to church.

Rapho Township Community Park in Manheim, Pa.

That change made all the difference onthe numbers ¢! FGSNJ | 62dzi SA3IKG &SI N&
and the spirit of the day. The change of venuealso ¢S KIFIR aSié 2dzi (2 R2 6l ay
inspired new congregational vision for moving beyondd I AR® a{ 2 6S RSOARSR (2 i

its church doors into the community, the couple said. community and to make it more visible.
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read as well as a report from a friend who has a GKS ONBGR (2 AYyUGSNI OO GAGK LIS2
prayer ministry in Lancaster City. He told usthat90 52y 2 @y &k AR® &a. SAARSE A0GNR(AY

percent of the people who came asking for prayer ~ want to give out little packets to those who want

KIR YySOSNI 4SS0 F220 Ay I thedhKTdeNIoketsénclude a Gideon International
Life Book. It is a New Testament that is geared

To respond to these realities, the planning team and toward collegeaged and younger students and

about 50 volunteers decided to reach out to their includes handwritten notes from students.

neighbors on their own turf, rather than wait for

their neighbors to come to them. The congregation G ¢ KS 321 f 2F (KS S@Syd Aa yz2i

of about 200 Sunday morning attendees is only 15 to offer friendship in a setting that is natural for

minutes outside of Lancaster City. Nevertheless, the them. We hope that some of these new friendships

church on Route 283, winding west toward will later develop to the point where we can share

Harrisburg, experiences some rural insularity. the gospel in more kdepth ways, including the
LRaaArAoAftAde 2F ONBIGAYy3I az2vys &

The excitement generated from the surprise of 2014

is inspiring the congregation to break out of its Longtime event volunteer Marlin Martin said that he

bubble, the Zimmermans said. One way of doingthatkK 2 LIS& G KS FNBS K24 R23a oAttt €

was to reshape the community day picnic this year free grace that can address the spiritual hungers of

on July 25. That reshaping included the additonofaKA & Yy SA3IK0 2 NE & IS aFARX GLF ¢

prayer team to ask the Holy Spirit to move amongst Jesus out of this entire crowd, all of our efforts would

the crowd. Also, volunteers would be freedupfrom 6 S 62 NI K A ( ®¢

other tasks to mingle around, making friends with

strangers.

These elements would not be as visible as the free

food and fun-including face painting, mechanical

odZA f NARAY3I>Z {1ARAQ 3IIFYSa FYR ONXFG&X F YIF3IAXAOA
and a blue grass band. But the planners were hoping

the hidden spiritual focus would eventually reap

some relationship rewards, Donovan said. Laurie Oswald Robinson, of Newton, Kansas, is a longt
journalist who writes for many Anabaptist publicatio




A Missional
Experiment

in the
Neighborhood

by Lisa Heft

he guidelines for the STEP

assignment stated?> v P
a Missional Experiment invites
you to learn more about what it
means to live missionally and
then to lead a missional
experiment in your community
or ministry context. The
expectations for this project are
high, demanding significant
amounts of time, high levels of
leadership, maturity and
wisdom. However, we trust that
the Spirit will use this in ways we
have not yet dreamed or
Ju P]v Héw would this take
shape? Where would we go?
Who would we meet?

l 'nder the guidance of a professor, ten  is not ours but was meant for the community
STEP (Study and Training for Effective in one way or another. We intentionally

Pastoral Ministry) students were prepped andinvited community friends to our woodland

encouraged for the year to come. The for campfires over the past three or four

assignment A Missional Experimentwas ~~ SUMMers.
set before us. Where would we go? Who

would we meet? I 02dzLX S GKIFIG 68 YSi

elementary class had been coming to our

. therings for a couple years and we became
Durguie~<0nd yeareie IS erc Studeﬁ eat friends. | asked Becky if she would like
completed a community assessment. We

» ) to start some sort of winter gathering with
simply observed our community. We talked o *\wjith much enthusiasm, we talked and

with people. We asked what the needs are in jy qinstormed. The gathering ended up being
the community? How is the church meeting 3 small group of moms who work fulltime and
these needs? What more could be done?  find little time for ourselves. The small group
setting allowed us to become better

From this assessment, a list of possibilities  acquainted. We even taught each other how
was generated. The purpose of this to crochet. When time and money did not
assignment was to force us to think outside ofallow for babysitters, we invited the kids to
ourselves and our church walls, with success join us. This left the husbands sitting at home
being measured on our willingness to take by themselves so they took the initiative to
risks. During prayerful times of solitude, we meet as well. We had a wonderful time
turned our hearts andvmindsvtoward God.  sharing our stories and life experiences. We
D2RQ& KIYR A& Y20JAY Jaugh¥dRinddried dhbtder Rewl K S
community in ways beyond our own relationships developed and deepened.
understanding. What are the ways in which
we could join that movement? Each student My STEP classmates and | graduated in May.
developed an advisory council to help The Missional Experiment has ended. The
facilitate and guide us through the entire community moms group has not. My friend,
process. Becky, will not allow it. She has been

e . ~ inspired. So, maybe the gathering is meeting
As my Missional Experiment took shape, | firsg need. It is undoubtedly meeting a need of

had to lay down some of my own desires andmy own. Becky, as well as the other moms in_
AStT FYoAUAR2Y A

My advisory team, encouraged me to make |
use of the ways in which | am already
interacting with the community.

$SS1T R2Sa yz2i
them. We have come to care for each other
and love each other

A number of years ago, my husband and |
bought eight acres of woodland and hada o
strong urge to open it up to the community.  Lisa Heft lives in Denver, PA

We came to realize that this piece of ground and attends Weaverland
Mennonite Church. Lisa also

serves as president of LMC
Mennonite Women
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