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I  n late October, I sat with the Pennsylvania 2015 Mennonite World Conference 
(MWC) National Advisory Council when they met in Akron, Pa. In listening to 

the reports, pondering the discussions, hearing the concerns, and feeling the 
excitement, I began to grasp how much work and how many people are needed 
to host the 16th Mennonite World Conference Assembly. What an opportunity 
(and a challenge) it is to host our global brothers and sisters from 243 national 
conferences of churches in 83 countries. 
 
The Editorial Team thought it important to devote this issue of Shalom News to 
the July 21-26, 2015 Mennonite World Conference Assembly to be held at the 
Farm Show Complex in Harrisburg, Pa. Throughout the issue, there are 
suggestions for you and your congregation for how to prepare for the event, as 
well as information and resources. Phyllis Pellman Good was our guest editorial 
team member for this issue. We are thankful for the articles she wrote. Phyllis 
and her husband Merle serve as Communication Consultants for Mennonite 
World Conference. 
 
I invite congregations throughout LMC to remember PA 2015 regularly in your 
prayers and to celebrate Mennonite World Fellowship Sunday on January 18. 
Annually, we are encouraged to celebrate our global Anabaptist community that 
continues to shape our understanding of what it means to be disciples of Jesus 
Christ. On January 18, congregations are asked to worship together in spirit and 
truth and to pray for each other. World Fellowship Sunday is an opportunity to 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
household. For resources and stories to be used on January 18, go to https://
www.mwc-cmm.org/article/world-fellowship-Sunday. 
 
I know many people across LMC are already volunteering their time and sharing 
their gifts in preparation for this global event. Many more volunteers will be 
needed in the months ahead. The Mennonite World Conference website is the 
best place to find information and to learn how you might get involved. It will take 

a huge village to host Pennsylvania 2015. sn
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I  n just a few short months, our sisters and 
brothers from around the world and 

from across North America will be coming to 
Harrisburg to worship and fellowship 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ άt! нлмрΣέ ǘƘŜ aŜƴƴƻƴƛǘŜ 
World Conference Assembly, will be held at 
the Farm Show Complex, July 21-26, 2015. 
 
ά²Ŝ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ уΣллл ƎǳŜǎǘǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ 
[ȅƴƴ wƻǘƘΣ a²/Ωǎ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ 
wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΦ άhǳǊ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǎ ƭƛƴƛƴƎ 
up lodging, food, transportation, worship 
services, seminars, Global Church Village, and 
choirs, but we need local people to provide a 
heartfelt welcome, and to enter into the 
ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΗέ 
 
Following are several ways you and your 
congregation can get involved τ 
 

1. Urge your congregation to assist another 
congregation within LMC whose  members 
have fewer financial resources or are recent 
immigrants to the U.S. so that some of its 
members are able to attend and join in the 
global fellowship. Many of these persons 
want to connect with the global church by 
participating in PA 2015. Yet they do not have 
the resources to pay the registration fee, nor 
can they afford to take time off from work to 
attend. 
 

Both MWC and Lancaster Conference believe 
it is important for these persons from our 
άƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƛƴƎέ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
our global faith family, and also to be strongly 
represented at the Assembly. Their presence 
at PA 2015 will help all of us more fully grasp 
the rich  diversity of the North American 
church. 

Mennonite World Conference is prepared to 
help subsidize these potential registrants for 
PA 2015, if sister congregations also share in 
paying a portion of the registration fee. To 
learn more details, contact registrations@ 
mwc-cmm.org or call the Lancaster MWC 
office: 717-826-0909. 
 

You can also call the Lancaster Conference 
office (717-293-5246) and ask which 
congregations have members who would 
appreciate this kind of assistance. Request 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
pastor or other responsible person so you can 
be in touch with the leader directly. This 
could be the first step in a long-term rich and 
mutual relationship. 
 
2.  Plan to host participants from other 
countries, or from distant places throughout 
North America, in your home congregation 
on Sunday, July 26, 2015, to share worship 
and fellowship. 
 

That date is the last day of PA 2015. Everyone 
attending the Assembly will be dispersed to 
nearby congregations to experience local 
church life and hospitality. 
 

tƭŀƴ ŀ άǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎέ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ŀ 
global family of faith. Share prayers for each 
ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 9ƴƧƻȅ ŀ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪ ƳŜŀƭ 
together. Fill the afternoon with singing, 
storytelling, visiting, and games. 
 
3.  Form a special Sunday school class or 
small group to read What We Believe 
Together and discuss it. The book looks at 
what beliefs we share as Mennonite 
Christians around the world, despite our very 
different histories and cultures. 
 
 

 

WELCOMING OUR GLOBAL  
FAITH FAMILY TO PA 2015 

Mennonite World Conference Assemblies are reunions of the Anabaptist-
Mennonite family worldwide and take place every six years.  

mailto:registrations@mwc-cmm.org
mailto:registrations@mwc-cmm.org
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Phyllis Pellman Good, 
Lancaster, Pa, is a writer 

and editor for MWC. 

The Mennonite World Conference faith family includes more than  
1.7 million baptized believers in 243 national conferences of churches 

in 83 countries. About 66 percent of the baptized believers are  
African, Asian, or Latin American.   

 

 

Written by Alfred Neufeld, a teacher from 
Paraguay, the book is thoughtful and 
stimulating, but easy to read. It explores 
a²/Ωǎ ά{ƘŀǊŜŘ /ƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Dƭƻōŀƭ 
!ƴŀōŀǇǘƛǎǘǎέ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 
examples and stories from Mennonite 
churches and fellowships throughout the 
world. The book includes discussion 
questions to help guide conversation. 
 

The book can be picked up at, or ordered from, the 
Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society. Call 717-
393-9745, or go to www.lmhs.org. Quantity 
discounts are available. 

 
4.  Join the Prayer Network now. You will 
receive monthly messages about particular 
needs in planning the Assembly. Two big 
onesτthat our sisters and brothers from the 
Global South will be granted visas so they can 
attend, and that we North Americans will 
ƻŦŦŜǊ άƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ 
Go to www.mwc-cmm.org/pa2015prayernetwork 
to sign up and to read current prayer requests. 
 
5. Plan to attend all 5½ days of PA 2015. This 
is the way you will make lasting friendships 
and discover the gift of belonging to an 
international family of faith. To register, go to 
www.mwc-cmm.org/pa2015registration. 
 

Activities are planned for children, ages 4-17. 
Young adults 18-30 are welcome at the 
Global Youth Summit on the campus of 
Messiah College, from July 17-19, and then at 
the Assembly, July 21-26, where there will be 
young adult activities also. 

 

 

aŀƪŜ t! нлмр ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 
vacation! Join the rousing singing each 
morning and evening. Learn to know sisters 
and brothers from other countries in your 
Friendship Group, which will meet every day. 
Listen to stories, share in worship, be moved 
by inspirational preaching. 
 
5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
Stage each afternoon. Go on tours, join in 
service projects, attend workshops and 
ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊǎΣ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻǊ ŎƘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά!ƴŀōŀǇǘƛǎǘ 
²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇέΗ 
 
6.  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ άwŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ 
on the MWC website. You will find a video 
about PA 2015, information for your church 
bulletins, background articles, a listing of 
events leading up to the Assembly, and more. 
Go to www.mwc-cmm.org/pa2015resources. 
 
7. Volunteer to help now and/or during PA 
2015. Consider hosting guests in your home. 
Go to www.mwc-cmm.org/pa2015volunteer. 
 
άwŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣέ ǎŀȅǎ [ȅƴƴ wƻǘƘΣ άt! нлмр ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 
replicate in our own congregations, a taste of 
heaven as we worship and fellowship in many 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΦέ sn 
 
  

òé we need North Americans  

to provide a heartfelt welcome  

and to enter into the event as fully 

as possible, beginning now!ó 
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O ne day this summer, a 
group of Mennonite 

World Conference staff went 
to a Dominican restaurant 
for dinner. The MWC 
general secretary, César 
García (Colombia), took us 
through the menu so we 
would know what has a little 
kick - what they make just 
right. As we settled into our 

meal, our tired and jetlagged companions had us in stitches; 
we laughed so hard, people at other tables kept sneaking 
glances our way. 
 
Another time, Liesa Unger (PA 2015 coordinator) and I sat 
together for lunch, talking about what it meant for her to 
grow up in Germany under the shadow of the Holocaust. 
She shared the pain of knowing this tragedy came from her 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ά²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƧƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ IƛǘƭŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
ŎƻƳŜŘƛŀƴǎ ŎŀƴΣέ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΦ Lƴ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
taught corporate regret and confession. 
 
Sometimes participating in the global church means sharing 
meals, sharing laughter, sharing pain. There is beauty in 
ōƻǘƘ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻƪŜƴƴŜǎǎΦ ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ 
ƻŦ ŀ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΣέ a²/ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
5ŀƴƛǎŀ bŘƭƻǾǳ ό½ƛƳōŀōǿŜύ ǎŀƛŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΦ ά{ƻ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
appreciate who you are as a church...I think it is critical that 
you come and see these other brothers and sisters from 
around the world: how they worship, how they view God, 
how they serve the Lord in their context...it is a 
transforming experience to be a part of Mennonite World 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦέ 
 
As I have worked with my brothers and sisters at Mennonite 
World Conference, I have encountered beauty in 
conversations, smiles, music, prayer. Global Mennonites 
challenge me to think differently, to acknowledge my 
cultural biases and tenacious American individualism and 
superiority. We have shared moments of connection and 
moments of confusion. We are all a part of the body of 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōǳǊŘŜƴǎΣ 
ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƧƻȅǎΦ !ƴŘ 
empowered by the Spirit of God, we walk 

this journey of faith together. 
sn

 

 
Emily Morgan Ralph is associate pastor 

of Sunnyside Mennonite Church in 

Lancaster, Pa. and communication 

specialist for Pennsylvania 2015. 
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EXPERIENCING THE   
OF THE GLOBAL CHURCH     

by Emily Ralph 

Mennonite                  Congreso                   Conf®rence 
World Conference   Mundial Menonita     Mennonite Mondiale 
A Community of Anabaptist     Una Comunidad de                 Une Communaut® 
related Churches                  Iglesias Anabautistas          dôEglises Anabaptistes 

Mennonite World Conference 

SHARED CONVICTIONS 
 
By the grace of God, we seek to live and proclaim the 
good news of reconciliation in Jesus Christ. As part of the 
one body of Christ at all times and places, we hold the 
following to be central to our belief and practice: 
 

1. God is known to us as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the 
 Creator who seeks to restore fallen humanity by 
 calling a people to be faithful in fellowship, worship, 
 service and witness. 
2. Jesus is the Son of God. Through his life and 
 teachings, his cross and resurrection, he showed us 
 how to be faithful disciples, redeemed the world, and 
 offers eternal life. 
3. As a church, we are a community of those whom 
 God's Spirit calls to turn from sin, acknowledge Jesus 
 Christ as Lord, receive baptism upon confession of 
 faith, and follow Christ in life. 
4. As a faith community, we accept the Bible as our 
 authority for faith and life, interpreting it together 
 under Holy Spirit guidance, in the light of Jesus Christ 
 to discern God's will for our obedience. 
5. The Spirit of Jesus empowers us to trust God in all 
 areas of life so we become peacemakers who 
 renounce violence, love our enemies, seek justice, 
 and share our possessions with those in need. 
6. We gather regularly to worship, to celebrate the 
 Lord's Supper, and to hear the Word of God in a spirit 
 of mutual accountability. 
7. As a world-wide community of faith and life we 
 transcend boundaries of nationality, race, class, 
 gender and language. We seek to live in the world 
 without conforming to the powers of evil, witnessing 
 to God's grace by serving others, caring for creation, 
 and inviting all people to know Jesus Christ as Savior 
 and Lord. 

 
In these convictions we draw inspiration from Anabaptist 
forebears of the 16th century, who modeled radical 
discipleship to Jesus Christ. We seek to walk in his name 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, as we confidently await 
Christ's return and the final fulfillment of God's kingdom. 
 

Adopted by Mennonite World Conference 
General Council  
March 15, 2006 

 



R ecognizing that visitors to the U.S. from the 
Southern Hemisphere often find it difficult to 

get visas, Mennonite World Conference (MWC) is 
taking steps to try to keep the situation from 
limiting attendance at its global Assembly in July. 
 
ά²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŦƻǊ 
the Assembly, we knew that difficulty in securing 
visas was one of the biggest obstacles we would 
ŦŀŎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Advisory Council for PA 2015. 
 
ά²Ŝ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŘŜŜǇ ŦŜŀǊǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
national security mean that many of our sisters 
and brothers must go through a demanding visa 
application process, yet they may still be denied 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƴƻ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴΣέ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ 
Thomas. 
 
ά¸ƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Southern Hemisphere are likely to find it 
especially difficult to be granted visas. Because 
they might not own property, hold professional 
jobs, or have a spouse and children to return 
home to, the U.S. government considers them a 
flight risk. 
 
ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ a²/Ωǎ Dƭƻōŀƭ 
Youth Summit is such a vital part of next 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ Ǉƭŀƴǎτand of the future of 
ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣέ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΦ 
 

Judy Zimmerman Herr and Bob Herr, Coordinators 
ƻŦ a²/Ωǎ ±ƛǎŀ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜΣ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ-
ǇǊƻƴƎŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅΦ άCƛǊǎǘΣ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
preparation is going on in a number of countries 
from which people hope to come to PA 2015. In 
India, Kenya, and Congo, for example, leaders of 
MWC member churches are going into their 
district conferences to offer help with registering 
for PA 2015, obtaining passports, and assisting 
ǿƛǘƘ Ǿƛǎŀ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ .ƻō IŜǊǊΦ 
 
Vikal P. Rao, one of the three-member India Visa 
¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜΣ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛȄ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƴƛƴŜ 
national churches and will soon visit churches in 
bŜǇŀƭΦ άhǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
establishing a contact person in each national 
church who can help people complete their DS 
160 applications for their visas. Then we will set 
up practice sessions so applicants can prepare for 
their individual interviews at the U.S. Consulate in 
LƴŘƛŀΣέ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƻΦ 
 
The Kenya Mennonite Church is hoping to send a 
choir to the Assembly. Allan Juma is working with 
the choir and the church through the visa process. 
For many in the choir, the process begins with 
needing to obtain a Kenyan passport, complicated 
by the fact that this requires a birth certificate. 
Persons must apply for the certificate in their 
home communities. For some, this requires 
several long trips, depending on where they were 
born and where they now live. Juma said that the 
church is aiming to send a choir of about 20 to PA 
2015, but are planning to select up to 35, so that if 
some visas are rejected, they will still have a viable 
group. 
 
On the U.S. front, the Herrs are preparing letters 
of invitation which they will send to PA 2015 
registrants who need visas. These letters of 
invitation on official MWC letterhead will 
demonstrate to Consular Officers that these 
persons have a bona fide reason to travel. 
ά²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
members for the biggest barrierτtheir personal 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /ƻƴǎǳƭŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣέ 
ǎŀƛŘ WǳŘȅ  ½ƛƳƳŜǊƳŀƴ IŜǊǊΦ ά/ƻƴǎǳƭŀǊ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 

Mennonite World Conference  
Heads Into Visa Issue 

by Phyllis Pellman Good 
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often young, and this is a first-level job in the Foreign Service. 
They are the ones who determine whether to issue a visa, 
and they do it on the basis of this one interview. They 
interview hundreds of persons and if they make a mistake 
and let someone through who then causes problems, that 
one incident would likely finish or impact their careers. So 
they are primed to be conservative and often suspicious. 
 
ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 
the U.S. and then stay illegally, so before granting a visa, they 
look for proof that this is not the case. We who are observing 
this process should understand that their orientation is based 
ƻƴ ǊŜŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣέ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ½ƛƳƳŜǊƳŀƴ 
Herr. 
 
ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ 
to share with their people before their interviews. We want 
to make sure they can answer questions about what MWC is 
and why they want to attend the Assembly. 
 
ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǳƭŀǊ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ 
ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎŀ ƛǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ƻǊ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ 
Řƻ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀƭΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƻƴŜ-ǎƘƻǘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΣέ 
Zimmerman Herr explained. 
 
άwŜƎƛǎǘǊŀƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ рс ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ ! ¦Φ{Φ 
ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ Ǿƛǎŀ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ пп ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣέ 
explained Bob Herr.  
 
ά²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ¦Φ{Φ 
Senators from Pennsylvania to alert them to the Assembly, 
especially if, in a rare case, we determine that we should 
appeal a visa rejection. And we will have a conversation with 
David Myers in the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 
again to inform him of this event, which involves attendees 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ IŜǊǊΦ sn

 

Embodying the  
Unity of the Church 

 

by Robert Herr &  
Judy Zimmerman Herr  

INVOLVING PA 2015 PRAYER NETWORK 
 

For many potential attendees of PA 2015 who 
are applying for a visa to enter the U.S., there are 
many points along the way where the process 
can break down. The Herrs are creating a 
calendar, showing the dates when visa applicants 
are scheduled for their interviews.  This will be 
shared with the Prayer Network for PA 2015. 
 

ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛŦǘ ǳǇ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜǊǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ WƻŀƴƴŜ 5ƛŜǘȊŜƭΦ ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ 
divine support, wisdom, and intervention in this effort!έ To join the Prayer 
Network for PA 2015, or to learn more about it, go to www.mwc-cmm.org/
pa2015prayernetwork. 

 

W e recently spent two days typing and printing 
106 Mennonite World Conference invitation 

letters for people in Zimbabwe, the first of many 
such letters that will go to churches in the coming 
months. Persons from 44 countries need 
individualized letters of invitation to apply for a 
ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ Ǿƛǎŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦{!Φ ²Ŝ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƴŀƳŜ 
and birth date in the registration database, ensured 
that the fees had been paid, and looked at the 
scanned passport. We saw faces of pastors and 
church leaders; but also of teachers, farmers, 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ŀ ǎŜŀƳǎǘǊŜǎǎΣ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΧ 
ordinary brothers and sisters in Christ who hope to 
come to Harrisburg in July for the MWC Assembly. 
 
As long-term staff of Mennonite Central Committee, 
we were privileged to worship with fellow Christians 
and fellow Anabaptists in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. So working with MWC to help people come 
to Harrisburg feels like a natural connection. 
 
Christians confess that the church is the vehicle 
through which God chooses to work in our world, 
with unity in Christ claiming highest value. MWC is 
made up of churches that have differences, 
struggles, and sometimes conflicts, internally or with 
one another. But we can come together through 
MWC as brothers and sisters despite our differences. 
We can worship together, and our connections and 
time together can be a witness to the unity of the 
church. 
 
We feel honored to have the opportunity to join 
many others who are working to make it possible for 
our sisters and brothers from 103 church 
conferences in 56 countries to come together in July 
in Harrisburg. We also look forward to meeting many 
of those whose pictures we see as we produce 

invitation letters. 
sn

 

Robert Herr and Judy 

Zimmerman Herr 

attend East Chestnut 

Street Mennonite 

Church in Lancaster, 

Pa. They are giving 

leadership to MWCôs 

Visa Task Force for 

Pennsylvania 2015.   
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It's easy to share about PA 2015 in your church  
bulletin with a new Bulletin Announcement found here: https://

www.mwc-cmm.org/pa2015congregationalresourcesé 

άM any peoples shall come and say, 
Ψ/ƻƳŜΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ Ǝƻ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 

of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways and that we 
Ƴŀȅ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘƘǎΦΩέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ LǎŀƛŀƘ 
2:3 come to mind as I think of Mennonite 
World Conference delegates and guests 
gathering from around the world in Harrisburg, 
Pa. July 21-26, 2015. 
  
Learning the ways of Jesus and walking in his 
paths is the vision of Mennonite World 
Conference. In a world rife with war and 
greed, where religion too often divides, God 
will use a gathering in Pennsylvania to point us 
and many other peoples to the Prince of 
Peace. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
In September a circle of new friends pressed 
around me for a photograph in Cali, Colombia. 
These were some of the 47 pastors and other 
leaders from Mennonite churches who had 
just spent intensive days together studying the 
book of Revelation in a course at a Baptist 
seminary. How grateful I am for their 
hospitality, their patience with my Spanish, 
and most of all their vision for the church! 
 
I was their teacher, but the students taught 
me. Colombia has been at civil war for 50 
years, so scenes of warfare and suffering in 
WƻƘƴΩǎ ŀǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǎŜ ƘŀŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴŎȅΦ 
As happens in North America, opportunistic 
preachers in Latin America too often use 

Revelation to scare others or to beat up on 
denominational competitors. Students in this 
class devoured teaching of Revelation that put 
the book into its first-century context of 
empire, temptation to idolatrous allegiance, 
and persecution. 
 
²Ŝ ǎǘŜŜǊŜŘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƻŦ άōƛōƭŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅέ 
predictions about the end time, and looked for 
insight on mission and peacemaking. We 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭǎ ǘƻ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƛƴ 
modern Colombia. These include foreign 
empires that reach into Colombia with massive 
ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ άŀƛŘΣέ ŀƴŘ ŘǊǳƎ ŎŀǊǘŜƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǳŜƭ 
violence with money from narcotics sold in the 
streets of North America. 
 
I was inspired by the commitment to mission 
and church planting among Colombian 
Mennonites, by their bold witness for 
reconciliation (especially through an 
organization called JustaPaz), and their joy in 
worship. Following the way of the Lamb can be 
costly in Colombia. Church leaders take social, 
financial, and political risk to serve. These 
sisters and brothers capture something God 
wants for the entire global Anabaptist 
community: a commitment to hold together 
evangelism and peacemakingτnot as separate 
or competing tracks, but as integrated good 
news about Jesus that we carry to the ends of 
the earth. 
 
Mennonites in North America often are so 
materially self-sufficient that we fail to see 
how much we can learn from sisters and 
brothers around the world. In the summer of 
2015, a great band of followers of Jesus from 
άƳŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǘƻ IŀǊǊƛǎōǳǊƎΦ 
Worship will be glorious, and teaching will 
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by Nelson Kraybill 
Nelson Kraybill with Mennonite students at Unibautista 

seminary in Cali, Colombia. Photo provided by the author. 
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open windows into vibrant witness. New 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƴƪ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǊŀŎŜΣ 
nationality, and economic class. Do not miss 
this opportunity for fellowship and learning! 
 
MWC offices are in Bogotá, Colombiaτ
reflecting the reality that the Mennonite 
population now is expanding in the global 
south. MWC is more than just a big assembly 
every six years. Four commissions (Mission, 
Deacons, Faith and Life, Peace) bring 
committed Anabaptists from many nations 
into fellowship and shared projects.  
  
Please pray for me as I take up the voluntary 
role of MWC president starting at Harrisburg. 
This assignment includes chairing the 
Executive Committee, visiting churches around 
the world, and serving as a spokesperson for 
1.3 million Anabaptists from more than 100 
denominations associated with MWC. 
Worship, evangelism, and peacemaking will be 
central themes of what I learn and champion 
in this role. Along with three other officersτ
and a host of friends like youτI will bless and 
support MWC Executive Secretary César García 
and his staff. sn

 

Nelson Kraybill is president-elect of Mennonite 

World Conference. Baptized as a lad at Bossler 

Mennonite Church, he has served as a 

missionary in England, president of Anabaptist 

Mennonite Biblical Seminary, and now pastor at 

Prairie Street Mennonite Church in Elkhart, 

Indiana. See his blog at www.peace-pilgrim.com. 

 

The Gift of Mennonite 
World 

Conference 
by Phyllis Pellman Good 

 

άN othing beats 
spending 5½ days 

together as a global family, in 
ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ ǘƘŀǘ 
Mennonite World 
Conference offers during its 
!ǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ 5ŀƴƛǎŀ 
Ndlovu, President of 

aŜƴƴƻƴƛǘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ άbƻ 
agency, no national church owns that 
space. It is a place where churches can 
address each other in true mutuality, 
while spending time together in 
discernment, worship, service, and 
fellowship. 
 
ά!ƴ a²/ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ 
By being together, we will experience 
receiving each other. We are part of a 
living body, and we have to sometimes be 
in the same space so we can look each 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
response. That is showing real interest. 
When we come together and make the 
effort to see and hear each other, we 
ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ 
feelings. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
from each otherτgeographically and 
theologically. Each of the 101 national 
churches who are part of MWC brings its 
ƻǿƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǎŜƭŦΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ 
various traditions while we also work 
together. 
 
άLƴ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
the privilege of having the world in your 
continent. You have such great 
international diversity together within 
your churches. My hope is that PA 2015 
makes the churches in North America 
want to work together more. 
 
ά²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
people, I should be able to plant my life in 
ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
vulnerable, to see the world differently, to 
belong to God and to each other as a 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ 5ŀƴƛǎŀΦ 
sn

 
 
Phyllis Pellman Good, Lancaster, Pa., is a 

writer and editor for Mennonite World 

Conference. 
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Who is Mennonite World Conference and what does it mean to 
be a worldwide community of faith? A good way to introduce 

Mennonite World Conference to your congregation or friends is 
to show the 3.5 minute video at 

https://www.mwc-cmm.org/video/1069 

 

Will we see you at Pennsylvania 2015? 

 
MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE ASSEMBLIES 

Assembly 1 1925 Basel, Switzerland 

Assembly 2 1930 Free City of Danzig 

Assembly 3 1936 Amsterdam and Elspeet 

Assembly 4 1948 Goshen and North Newton 

Assembly 5 1952 Bettingen, Switzerland 

Assembly 6 1957 Karlsruhe, West Germany 

Assembly 7 1962 Kitchner, Ontario 

Assembly 8 1967 Amsterdam, Netherlands 

Assembly 9 1972 Curitiba, Brazil 

Assembly 10 1978 Wichita, Kansas 

Assembly 11 1984 Strasbourg, France 

Assembly 12 1990 Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Assembly 13 1997 Calcutta, India 

Assembly 14 2003 Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 

Assembly 15 2009 Asuncion, Paraguay 

Assembly 16 2015 Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

Key Leaders for Pennsylvania 2015  
From left: Liesa Unger (Chief International Events Officer), 
César García (General Secretary), Len Rempel (Chief Operating 
Officer), Lynn Roth (North America Representative), Howard 
Good (National Coordinator, Pennsylvania 2015) 

http://www.mwc-cmm.org/video/1069

